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The Florida Pole Fitness Championship began in 2012, 
and in 2017, aerial arts were added to the event. In 
2021, after a hiatus from covid, we rebranded as the 
Florida Aerial Arts Championship and exclusively 
offer aerial divisions. The FAAC is an event promoting 
the art and sport of aerial dance and fitness. The 
mission of the FAAC is to showcase, promote and unite 
the Florida Aerial dance and fitness community. This 
will foster continued networking and establish 
supportive relationships among schools which will 
enable growth and a positive image within and outside 
of our Aerial dance communities. The Florida Aerial 
Arts Championship is hosted and presented by Allison 
Sipes. 

This year, the championship will include the 
following divisions: Novice Group A (6-9 yrs) & Group 
B (10-14 yrs), Junior  (15-17 yrs), Semi-Pro, and 
professionals. Athletes will compete on 4 different 
apparatuses: aerial silks and Lyra (aerial hoop), 
Aerial Pole, & Hammocks.  This year, we have also 
added Lyra Doubles & Aerial Pole Doubles Divisions! 

Athletes ages 6 and up will compete to win prizes and 
titles in each division: 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place. 

FOR MORE INFO ON THE FAAC, VISIT: 

FloridaAerialArtsChampionship.com 

Instagram: @FLAerialArtsChampionship 

YouTube: FLPoleFitnessChamp

ABOUT THE FAAC

http://FloridaAerialArtsChampionship.com


Allison Sipes 
FAAC FOUNDER 

Pole & Aerial Performer / Instructor / 
Event Producer  

In the world of Pole and Aerial Arts, Allison is considered a pioneer and industry 
leader. Allison’s extensive professional dance and National Jr. Olympic gymnastics 
background gives her insight into being an accomplished coach, judge and 
choreographer. Since 2005, Allison has maintained a performance, competition and 
event producing career as well as an in-demand coaching and consulting business. 

Allison is truly a part of Orlando’s world renown entertainment industry 
performing in art shows, conventions, events, and on stage with international 
celebrities and touring musical artists like Snoop Dogg. She is an X-Pole 
International brand sponsored athlete, a USPDF Pro, and authored the industry’s 
first spinning pole instructor training program (AeriusFitnessTraining.com). She 
currently travels around the world as a Master Trainer and performer for Pole and 
Aerial Arts, and teaches pole and aerial classes locally at AntiGravity Theater and 
Dandelion Pole Fitness in Orlando. 

As an artist, she has performed at the House of Blues (Disney Springs, Orlando) on 
stage with touring international musical artist, Snoop Dogg, a featured performing 
artist in Orlando’s Nude Nite Art Show Pop Up (since 2005), in Cologne, Germany at the 
F.I.B.O. Expo with X-Pole International, as a headliner in Las Vegas and in Los Angeles 
at the Avalon for Pole Show LA and Rise The Night, at the International Pole 
Convention, and the International Pole Expo. Her work has been featured in traveling 
broadway shows including “Mommies Rock – A Musical,” podcasts with industry 
leaders (The Pole Parlour, and Interviews with Jacqueline Valdez), as well as several 
viral pole dancing videos featured on Parenting Insider, The Daily Mail, Bored Panda, 
DIPLY, and Vocativ. 

As an event producer, she created the Florida Pole Fitness Championship – Florida’s 
longest running, elite pole and aerial championship (since 2012), The Florida Aerial 
Arts Showcase, Dance Filthy USA (since 2016), and has co-produced the US Pole 
Sports Federation Championships (2015-2018), and the Pole Sport Organization 
Southeast and National Championships (since 2014). 

Instagram: @FLAerialArtsChampionship | @AeriusFitnessTraining | @DanceFilthyUSA 





Lyra Novice A

BRYLEIGH KOTTER 
Bryleigh is 7 years old and has been dancing for the past 2 
years, with 1.5 years of proper aerial training. She loves 
swimming, dancing, baking sweet treats, and playing wit her 
dolls. She loves to listen to reggaeton Daddy Yankee. With 
her big imagination and sparkling passion for the stage, she 
already dreams of becoming a performer hen she grows up 
like her step Mom.

ANIA ANKUDINOVA
A magical girl who loves aerial gymnastics with all 
her heart. She spent a long time deciding which 
sport to choose, and finally settled on aerial 
gymnastics.

ADAMARY HERNANDEZ
My name is Adamary Hernandez. I have been doing gymnastics 
since I was three years old. I discovered my passion for 
acrobatic gymnastics, Silks, Lyra and dance four years ago at 
Acro Sky Dancers Studio. With the help of Mrs. Janet, I have 
grown a lot in this journey, becoming more confident and 
dedicated. I truly love Aerial arts, acro, and dance and hope 
to continue doing it for the rest of my life.

Lyra Novice B Semi-Pro
PARKER FLOYD 

Gymnastics rings hung from a tree in my back yard when I 
was 6 years old were my first aerial tools- I would perform 
any chance I was given, creating my own routines to my 
favorite music. Classes in aerial arts in Sarasota, trapeze 
lessons in Orlando, and even contortion classes online 
with Sofie Dossi all inspired me to train consistently with 
my teacher Susie Rosone at the Performing Arts Company 
of Asheville for the last two years. Performing on stage 
brings me joy and one step closer to my ultimate dream of 
one day being a member of Cirque du Soleil!

SKYLAR YEH 
I started gymnastics at Galactic Gymnastics, and when they 
added aerial arts, I joined as soon as I was old enough. I loved 
it right away because it's really fun and I get to do cool 
drops. I kept practicing, moved up levels, and joined the 
competition team. My coach is Ms. Shaina, and I've been doing 
aerial arts for 4 years. I love learning new tricks and 
performing!



SOFIA MUNOZ
I'm Sofia Munoz, I train at Acrofitness Studio under coach 
Janet Dabdoub. With six years in aerial arts, she is 
inspired by creativity, strength, and music, and looks 
forward to performing, connecting with audiences, and 
expressing her passion on stage.

SCARLETT MAKEILA CAMACHO 
’m Scarlett Makeila Camacho. I started dancing at three and 
began my aerial journey at seven. Training in Lyra and 
Trapeze at Acro Skydancers Studio with Janet Dabdoub 
inspires me to reach new heights, blending my dance 
foundation with the thrilling challenge of gravity-defying 
performance.

Lyra Novice B Semi-Pro

MARCELA ZUBILLAGA 
Marcela is an 11-year-old athlete who began her journey in 
gymnastics at the age of 7 with lyra. Over the past two years, 
she has expanded her training to sport pole, and more 
recently, aerial pole. She is passionate about this discipline, a 
discipline that combines strength, flexibility, and artistry. 
She loves the challenge and performing.

EKATERINA KRYLOVA 
Ekaterina has been training in aerial arts for 2 years at Acro 
Gravity Studio. She loves the challenge of building strength 
and mastering new tricks. Inspired by creativity and 
movement, she enjoys performing and continues to grow her 
confidence in the air.

MARIIA KRYLOVA 
Mariia has been training in aerial arts for 2 years at Acro 
Gravity Studio. She is passionate about movement, strength, 
and creativity in the air. Maria enjoys learning new skills and 
expressing herself through performance. She looks 
forward to growing as an aerialist and sharing her progress 
on stage.



LEONARDO RIBECCA
My name is Leonardo Ribecca I train at Aerial Dragons 
studio. In Tampa Fl I have been doing Aerial Arts for five 
years. I have a background in performing. i’ve performed 
at straz center in Tampa, Florida and many other 
performances in my studio and I am very passionate of 
what I do and I’m looking forward to perform in my very 
first competition.

MILANA SITALOVA 
I’m an aerial silks and Lyra athlete. I am competing in 
international level, In 2024 I became a World championship on 
Lyra in Tashkent. In 2026, at the Asian games at Tbilisi I won 
three first places in Lyra, silks, and cube trio, Also I earned a 
second youth level on Lyra. I’m training in Natalia Bas studio 
based in Antalya and Acrogravity academy based in Miami. I’m 

Lyra Novice B Semi-Pro

SOFIIA HUMENIUK 
Sofiia does hoop since she was 10, and she performed her 
routine on this stage in 2024 when she was 11, now she is 13 and 
she will compete on this stage again

Lyra Novice B Pro

AMALIA PERMINOVA 
Amalia is a passionate aerial artist, gymnast, and theater 
performer from Miami. She has been training for over a year 
and loves being on stage. This is her first time performing in 
another city, and she is excited to share her story and 
emotions.

LILLY ERTZ 
Lilly is going in to sixth grade this year. She has been in circus 
for a year, not as long as others, but has developed a deep 
love for performing. Lilly trains at Florida Arial Dance and 
Circus arts in Stuart, Florida. She did gymnastics for two 
year then at seven she did synchronized swimming. Lilly wants 
to be better and tries hard every time she performs.



Lyra Junior

MELANIE KATHERINE MORRELL
I train at antigravity. My mentors are all my teachers and 
Heather, who is my Starz coach. I've been training on and 
off aerial for about four years and seriously for 
around two. My teachers inspire me for what I could 
become as well as seeing them perform. I look forward to 
performing as I love it and it helps me work on becoming a 
better aerialist and getting closer to being a 
professional. 

REAGAN MCADAMS
Reagan is an aerialist with 4 years of training and 
performance experience. She's trained and performed 
with Soar Athletics and House of Aero on silks, lyra, 
loops, cube, spiral, hammock, and rolla bolla. Reagan's 
background as a dancer helped her become the 
performer she is today. She's inspired by her coaches and 
teammates to continue to grow in the sport.

OLIVIA OSTER
I am Olivia Oster and I have been in Aerial arts for 10 
years. I love expressing myself through my routines with 
music and skills that fit my strengths. I am thrilled to do 
this competition to learn how to further improve an art I 
love so much!



Lyra Doubles Youth Semi-Pro

ANIA & ELENA ANKUDINOVA
A pair of little twin sisters who love aerial gymnastics 
and everything related to it.

MARCELA ZUBLIAGA &  
EVALINA TAVADIA

Marcela is an 11-year-old athlete who began her journey in 
gymnastics at the age of 7 with lyra. Over the past two years, 
she has expanded her training to sport pole, and more 
recently, aerial pole. She is passionate about this discipline, 
a discipline that combines strength, flexibility, and artistry. 
She loves the challenge and performing.

SOFFIA HUMENIUK &  
ALEXANDRA ILKEVICH

We are so exiting and happy to be part of the 
C h a m p i o n s h i p t o d a y a n d r e p r e s e n t o u r 
performance.

Lyra Doubles Youth Pro



LYRA SEMI-PRO (18+)
RACHEL ULRICH 

I started aerial dance as an adult and have been 
training consistently for almost three years now. I'm 
excited about performing Lyra because I love to 
express myself and really put on a show!

CAROLINE COSBY 
Caroline is from Chattanooga, TN. She attends 10th grade at The 
Baylor School in Chattanooga. She currently trains at Inversion 
Circus Arts in Chattanooga, TN. She started Aerial Arts at the age of 
6 at Celebration Arts Academy in Celebration, FL. She first started 
competing at the age of 11 and thoroughly enjoys competing and 
getting to know the other competitors. This is her 4th time competing 
at Florida Aerial Championship.

JESSICA COFFIELD 
I started Lyra at Serpentine Fitness Studio with Courtney 
Hall as my trainer. I fell in love with the freedom and 
strength of the Lyra hoop after suffering a debilitating 
shutdown of my nervous system. The Lyra has allowed me to 
keep my promise to myself... coming back stronger than I was 
before.

NYREE PAJARO 
Nyree Pajaro has been training in aerial arts for 4 years 
starting her training at Uplift Aerial in her local hometown, 
Middletown Delaware. During her time in college in 
Pittsburgh she trained at Iron City Circus and then moved to 
Florida continuing her journey at Antigravity and Elevate 
Yoga. She tries to push her limits and test out new shapes 
with every class. Nothing is truly impossible, sometimes you 
just have to find a new way to do it!

NICOLE CAPUTO 
I’ve trained in aerial arts for 2.5 years, primarily at 
Antigravity, with additional training at Elevate, Dandelion, 
and Flutter. Mentored by Maya Smith, I love exploring 
dynamic skills and drops. Inspired by fellow performers, I’m 
drawn to music that evokes spooky or sensual movement and 
storytelling.

Amanda has trained as a dancer for most of her life, but 
recently was introduced to aerial within the last two years. 
She has trained at a variety of studios including AntiGravity 
Orlando and Elevate Yoga Center. She is incredibly 
grateful to have found aerial as it has taught her discipline, 
as well as inspired her to be a better performer in all 
aspects.

AMANDA WOODBURN 



Lyra SEMI-PRO 18+

Hammock Novice A

BELÉN ZAMBRANO 
Through her performance, Belen invites you to reflect: 
When a part of us is gone, how do we learn to recognize 
ourselves again? Through art, we grieve, heal, and find our 
way forward. This performance is dedicated to those 
affected by the earthquake in Venezuela who have lost a 
loved one.  

Lyra Pro
KATIE JAMES

Katie James is an award-winning aerialist with Cirque 
Athletics, focusing mainly on silks and lyra. Since 
discovering aerial in 2021, performing quickly became her 
passion. Katie James is inspired by storytelling through 
movement and emotion. She’s driven by big dreams, beautiful 
artistry, and chasing new challenges - and lives for the 
moment it all comes together on stage for people to enjoy.

SAMSARAH SALAZAR
My name is Samsara and it has been an incredible 
journey with aerial. I have been a part of Acro 
SkyDancers studio over the past two years. I’ve 
discovered a true passion for aerial arts. Through 
dedication, practice and my amazing coach Janet 
Dabdoub, I have grown not only in skill but also in 
confidence, shining brighter each time I practice. 

ANAYA SKY FELFLE
Anaya Felfle trains at a Florida aerial dance and circus arts 
studio in Stuart. Since starting in January, she has fallen in 
love with aerial dance, especially splits, hammocks, and lyra. 
She is excited to continue growing in strength, confidence, 
and artistry through her performances.



Hammock Novice B Semi-Pro

LAURYN OLIVIA GAGON
Lauryn trains with Galactic Gymnastics and has spent eight 
years in aerial arts. Inspired by perseverance and a strong 
mindset, she finds joy, strength and her true voice in the air. 
Guided by encouraging coaches, she loves performing and 
sharing her passion through movement and creativity in hopes 
to inspire others to believe in themselves and never give up.

EMMA ABBRUZZESE
Emma Abbruzzese has been a dedicated student at Florida Aerial 
Dance and Circus Arts and the Performing Arts Academy of Jupiter 
for the past four years. She has developed a true passion for all 
things circus, bringing enthusiasm and commitment to every class. 
Emma’s favorite disciplines include aerial sling, triangle trapeze, stilt 
walking, and diabolo. She loves sharing her skills with friends and 
family at home and has taken the stage in five theatrical 
performances, showcasing her talents on aerial silk and sling.

ALEX ERTZ
Alex is great at circus arts. She performs at Aerial Dance and 
Circus Arts in Stuart, Florida. She also takes care of many 
pets like a bunny named Ollie. She has also already won a first 
place medal in the aerialympics . Alex is going into 7th grade 
this year. She also already does so many plays and shows even 
staring as the main character In some.

HARLEE HASSELL
My name is Harlee Hassell. I am 11 years old and I have been 
training doing Aerial Silk Arts for almost 5 years at PAAJ with 
Ms. Maria-Elena- THE GREAT! She is an incredible mentor and 
has truly given me the tools to be a part of my first semi-pro 
competition! Can't wait to represent our school!

RAEGAN YEH
Hi my name is Raegan. I study Aerial Arts at Galactic 
Gymnastics with my teachers, Ms Shaina and Ms Tatum. I've been 
doing aerials for two years. My favorite apparatus is hammock 
and my favorite move is the triple pop drop! I love aerials 
because the drops and moves are really fun, and I like 
learning new routines because I get to try new things. I'm 

Hammock Novice A



HAMMOCK JUNIOR

LINNEA MACONAGHY
I've been studying aerial arts for 4 years at Galactic Aerial Arts 
under the guidance of Miss Shaina, Perisa and Tatum. I've been on the 
aerial competition team for 3 years, and my favorite apparatus is 
hammock. I also trained in gymnastics for 4 years prior to aerial arts. I 
look forward to perfecting routines that are challenging and am 
inspired by my coaches' performances. I love helping to coach and 
motivate the younger students at our gym to improve their skills. I 
also love surfing and reading in my free time.

ALEXA HARNAGE
I have been training in aerial arts for 5 years. My coach Ms. Shaina 
inspires me to be creative with my routines and to challenge myself 
with new techniques. I look forward to showing the audience my 
interpretation of my chosen song through a unique and entertaining 
performance.

HAMMOCK SEMI-PRO

DANIELLE JAHN
D a n i e l l e h a s b e e n t r a i n i n g i n a e r i a l h a m m o c k f o r 
approximately three years, and has had the opportunity to 
perform at the Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts 
and attend an aerial retreat in Thailand. She primarily trains 
at Orlando Circus School and enjoys aerial arts as a way to 
relieve stress and push herself outside her comfort zone.

ANIA ANKUDINOVA

A magical girl who loves aerial gymnastics with all her 
heart. She spent a long time deciding which sport to 
choose, and finally settled on aerial gymnastics.

AERIAL POLE YOUTH 6-9 YRS



AERIAL POLE YOUTH 10-17 YRS

MARCELA ZUBILLAGA 
Marcela is an 11-year-old athlete who began her journey in 
gymnastics at the age of 7 with lyra. Over the past two years, 
she has expanded her training to sport pole, and more 
recently, aerial pole. She is passionate about this discipline, a 
discipline that combines strength, flexibility, and artistry. She 
loves the challenge and performing.

ALEXANDRA ILKEVICH 
Alexandra ILKEVICH “BORN TO FLY” from Miami, 14 
years old, represents Voodoo Studios.

KAYLA MEYER 
Kayla Joy is an aerialist with six years of training, including one 
year in aerial fly pole, and an actress with ten years of 
experience. She is honored to compete in her first competition. 
She is grateful to God, her family, and her coaches for their 
support and guidance.

AERIAL POLE DOUBLES YOUTH

ALEXANDRA ILKEVICH & 
SOFIIA HUMENIUK 

We are so exiting and happy to be part of the 
Championship today and represent our performance.



AERIAL POLE 18+

DANIELLE JAHN 
Danielle began her aerial journey with pole in 2019, and 
after a pandemic-related hiatus for a few years, found 
her love of aerial pole. She also trains on a wide 
variety of other apparatuses, including hammock, lyra, 
silks, Spanish web, and flying trapeze!

NYREE PAJARO 
Nyree Pajaro has been training in aerial arts for 4 years starting her 
training at Uplift Aerial in her local hometown, Middletown 
Delaware. During her time in college in Pittsburgh she trained at Iron 
City Circus and then moved to Florida continuing her journey at 
Antigravity and Elevate Yoga. She tries to push her limits and test 
out new shapes with every class. Nothing is truly impossible, 
sometimes you just have to find a new way to do it!

APRIL PIAZZA 
April is an aerialist with 13 years of experience. She instructs 
with Dandelion Fitness, owns Pole Proficiency LLC, and 
performs with Gemma Lux Entertainment and other 
companies. April is most inspired by the feeling of surprise 
that comes from discovering new movement capabilities - both 
in herself and in her students.

ASHTYN BYNUM
Ashtyn Bynum is 9 years old and in her second year of cirque 
training. She is a proud member of FADCA’s Cirque Jeune 
troupe. Ashtyn not only loves aerial arts, but loves 
gymnastics, ice skating, piano and spending time with her 
family. She brings energy, joy and dedication to every activity 
on and off the stage. Ashtyn's love for aerial arts allows her 
to find her voice in the air and aspires to perform 
professionally when she grows up.

SILKS NOVICE A

SOPHIE CORRICK 
Sophie is an Orlando-based aerialist specializing in aerial 
pole and Lyra. She fell in love with aerial 2 years ago and is 
motivated by her passion for movement and the ability to tell 
a story without words. She is excited to share this piece with 
you and to continue growing as an artist.



SILKS NOVICE B SEMI-PRO
KYLA DUGANDZIC 

Kyla Dugandzic is an aerial silks artist with four years of 
experience, training at Celebration Arts Academy. A 
natural talent, she showcases her strength with 
captivating performances. Kyla is passionate about 
pushing her limits and expressing creativity through 
aerial choreography.

EMMIE ESAYIAN 
Emmie is a sixth grade honors student at Canterbury School in Fort 
Myers and hails from Bonita Springs. She thanks her beloved coach 
Terri Davenport and everyone at Fit to Fly for all their support. When 
not flying, Emmie enjoys cooking, golf, art, theatre and making loud 
noises with her trombone!

HARPER STEWART 
I have been in aerial classes for 5 years now and I train at Soar 
Athletics. My mentors at my studio is coach Denise and coach 
McKenna. My favorite apparatuses are silks and trapeze. My 
favorite skills to perform are the Jess split and any drop that I 
learn. I love performing in front of people. Aerial has given me 
more confidence and I would love to perform at events, theme 
parks or in a show one day.

MIKAYLA KRUGER 
I have been in aerial for 3 years now at Soar Athletics. My mentors that I 
look up to are my coaches Coach Denise and Coach McKenna. My favorite 
apparatus to perform is trapeze. My favorite skill is anything that 
involves a backbend. I love aerial because it pushes me out of my comfort 
zone and builds my confidence. I love performing and putting my 
personality in my routines. Aerial has boosted my confidence and stage 
presence. I would like aerial to be a big part of my career through 
professional performing and coaching part time.

KIERSTYN PRATT 
My name is Kierstyn, I’m 13 and I’ve been an aerialist for 6 years. I train and 
apprentice at Soar Athletics, and my two favorite apparatus are Silks 
and Trapeze. My favorite skill on silks is the fallen angel split and on 
trapeze is an aerial backbend. My mentor is definitely Coach Denise 
because she’s taught me since the beginning and we have grown a special 
bond through my years of training and coaching. I will always keep aerial 
as one of my top hobby’s for the rest of my life!



SILKS NOVICE B SEMI-PRO

ZOEY SCHNITZER 
Zoey Schnitzer has been studying Aerial Cirque Arts for 
two years and is a proud member of FADCA's Cirque Jeune 
Performance Troupe. Zoey also enjoys writing short 
stories, cooking, music and spending time at the beach.

MARIELLA HOLIHEN 
Mariella Holihen has been studying aerial cirque arts for two 
years and is a proud member of FADCA’s Cirque Jeune 
Performance Troupe. Her favorite part of aerial silks is the 
drops, and she hopes you enjoy her performance today. 
Mariella is especially dedicated and deeply grateful for her 
family.

PARKER FLOYD 
Gymnastics rings hung from a tree in my back yard when I was 6 years 
old were my first aerial tools- I would perform any chance I was given, 
creating my own routines to my favorite music. Classes in aerial arts in 
Sarasota, trapeze lessons in Orlando, and even contortion classes 
online with Sofie Dossi all inspired me to train consistently with my 
teacher Susie Rosone at the Performing Arts Company of Asheville 
for the last two years. Performing on stage brings me joy and one step 
closer to my ultimate dream of one day being a member of Cirque du 
Soleil!

TAYLA WOLANSKE 
Tayla is a 12-year-old Aerial Artist with training from Performing Arts 
Academy Of Jupiter and Florida Aerial Dance & Circus Arts with Coach 
Maria-Elena Marso & team. She has always had a fearless spirit and her 
discovery of Aerial Arts performing and choreographing has made her 
heart so happy throughout the years!

ANASTASIIA PYRKOVA 
This is my first aerial competition. I train at Voodoo 
studio and love aerial silks. It inspires me to be strong 
and confident. I am very excited to perform and enjoy 
this experience.

ZOE CHARLIZE
From dabbling in gymnastics to discovering her passion at 
a summer camp, this determined 11 year old is now taking on 
her third aerial silks competition. After tasting victory 
once and pushing herself with tougher routines, she's 
ready to fly higher than ever. 



Silks Novice B SEMI-Pro

SOFIA VILLARREAL
I'm, Sofia Villarreal I train at Acro Skydancers under 
coach Janet Dabdoub. I have practiced aerial silks for 
1.5 years and I'm a competitive swimmer. I'm dedicated and 
committed, and inspired to improve and looks forward 
to expressing my growth and passion on stage.

CATALEYA SANTOS
My name is Cataleya Santos. I have been training in Aerial Silks for 
seven years at Arco Skydancer Studio. My mentor, Ms. Janet, has 
helped me grow as an Aerial Artist and competitor. Through my 
experience, I have learned how to do drops, Aerial splits and many 
different tricks that require a lot of strength and control. Aerial 
Silks has helped me build strong muscles and confidence. My goal is 
to keep improving, get stronger, and master even more advanced 
tricks in the air.

ANDREA VILLARREAL
I am Andrea Villarreal. I train at Acro Skydancers with 
coach Janet Dabdoub. I've been practicing aerial silks 
for 1.5 years and also compete in swimming. I put all my 
heart, energy, courage, and determination to every 
performance. I'm inspired by new challenges and enjoy 
shining on stage.

MARIIA KRYLOVA
Mariia has been training in aerial arts for 2 years at 
Acro Gravity Studio. She is passionate about 
movement, strength, and creativity in the air. Maria 
enjoys learning new skills and expressing herself 
through performance. She looks forward to growing 
as an aerialist and sharing her progress on stage.

EKATERINA KRYLOVA
Ekaterina has been training in aerial arts for 2 years 
at Acro Gravity Studio. She loves the challenge of 
building strength and mastering new tricks. Inspired 
by creativity and movement, she enjoys performing 
and continues to grow her confidence in the air.



Silks Novice B Semi-Pro

HARLEE HASSELL
My name is Harlee, I am 11 years old. I have been doing 
Aerial Silks going on almost 5 years at PAAJ. Ms. Maria-
Elena has been an incredible mentor for me over the 
years. This is such a unique skill and I can't wait to see 
where my aerialist arts take me in the future,

RILEY RUIZ
Riley is a creative homeschooler who loves reading, 
Star Wars, and spending time outdoors. She enjoys 
aerial silks for the chance to combine strength, 
creativity, and self-expression. Whether spinning until 
she gets dizzy or getting lost in a book, she brings 
energy, focus, and imagination to everything she does.

ISABELLA NEWCOMBE
Hi, I’m Isabella Newcombe. I train at Galactic Gymnastics 
and have been doing aerial arts for five years. I love 
both silks and hoop, and I love the feeling of 
performing and moving like I’m dancing in the sky.



PAIGE LANHAM
Paige has trained in aerial arts for three years at 
Florida Aerial Dance and Circus Arts. After exploring 
different sports, she found her true passion in aerial. 
A naturally creative spirit, Paige loves expressing 
herself through movement, artistry, and strength 
while pushing beyond the ordinary. 

CORIANNA PALINSKI
Hi my name is Cori Palinski and I have been doing aerial for 
6 years. I enjoy silks and lyra most. I love spinning and 
doing drops. I would love to preform professionally one 
day. I am so thankful for Soar Athletics and all of the 
coaches that have taught me. They continue to push me 
everyday to be better, to be stronger!

SILKS NOVICE B PRO

TENSLEY LAURO
My name is Tensley Lauro. I have been training with Soar 
Athletics for 5 years. Denise has shown me that I can do 
things I didn’t think were possible. I love doing splits 
and skills that show my flexibility. Training at Soar 
Athletics has given me confidence & strength I didn’t 
know I had. I am thankful for all of the coaches who 
have helped me along the way!

SILKS Junior

DANIELLE HENRY
I have been training at Galactic Gymnastics for 4 years 
with Perisa, Tatum, and Shaina as my mentors. I like 
aerial arts because it is a different way of expressing 
yourself using a not as common medium. I look forward 
to getting a professional opinion on my skills from 
performing.

ABBIE COVELL
Abbie Covell is 15 years old & has been doing Aerial arts 
for 8 years. She is a member of FADCA in Stuart, 
Florida. Her favorite apparatus is the aerial silk with 
straps being a close second! In her free time she enjoys 
roller skating, crocheting, crafts & spending time with 
friends & family!



SILKS Semi-Pro 

CAROLINE COSBY

Caroline is from Chattanooga, TN. She attends 10th grade at 
The Baylor School in Chattanooga. She started doing Aerial 
Arts at the age of 6 at Celebration Arts Academy in 
Celebration, FL. She quickly found her love and passion for 
Aerial Arts. She started competing at the age 11 and 
thoroughly enjoys the competition as well as getting to know 
her fellow competitors.

KATIE JAMES
Katie James is an award-winning aerialist with Cirque Athletics, 
focusing mainly on silks and lyra. Since discovering aerial in 
2021, performing quickly became her passion. Katie James is 
inspired by storytelling through movement and emotion. She’s 
driven by big dreams, beautiful artistry, and chasing new 
challenges - and lives for the moment it all comes together on 
stage for people to enjoy.

DEE ROBINSON
Hello, I'm Dee! I started out in Circus after graduating high school and 
going to college at 19 with martial arts and dance as my foundation. 
Having trained in Tampa Bay, Orlando, and now Georgia, it's been an 
odyssey. And by next year, I will have been an aerialist for almost 
three decades!!! Guess you can call me an elf~ One of favorite things 
about being in the air is finding new ways to bring my character to the 
stage. In the four years I've compete at FAAC, I've been fierce, spunky, 
and romantic. This year, I wanted to try something more spooky!



SILKS Pro 18+

EMILY BUDA
Emily Buda is an aerialist known for high energy dynamic 
performances. Emily has been perfecting her work as an aerial 
artist for the last 10 years. Aside from aerial silks, Emily also 
enjoys handstand canes, Lyra hoop, straps, and tumbling. This 
art has been a constant source of inspiration, comfort, and 
joy for Emily. She intends to continue working on her craft, 
taking every opportunity she can to perform and train. When 
Emily is not in the air, you can find her singing and riding 
horses.



JUDGES

NICOLE SIRDOREUS

When Nicole was a tiny ballerina, she would lie face up and 
wedge her heel beneath the bar of her bed frame for extra 
split-stretching time, too excited for her next dance class to 
bother sleeping. Nicole has since used that drive to become a 
graceful, serpentine aerial artist with wicked, flowing lines. As 
such, she focuses on strong technique as well as carving out 
non-traditional shapes and pathways. 
  
Classically trained in ballet, pointe, tap and jazz, she danced 
for Orlando, Florida theme parks and events before immersing 
herself in aerial arts in 2012. Although lyra is Nicole’s primary 
love, she also excels at silks, hammock, cube and lollipop lyra. 
Nicole is an accomplished, emotionally invested performer, 
c h o r e o g r a p h e r a n d s t o r y t e l l e r w h o h a s p e r f o r m e d 
throughout Florida and the Southeast as well as the Bahamas, 
Belize and Mexico. 
  
When she isn’t performing solo or in a duo, Nicole is usually 
training in the studio or squealing with glee when one of her 
students achieves even the smallest victory. She feels happiest 
choreographing and making art as well as helping students 
make skills their own. 

Instagram: @dancinggirlnicole



JUDGES

TALIA JADE MARINO

Talia Jade Marino, born and raised in Miami, has been in the 
entertainment industry for 20 years now. She has a Bachelor of 
Arts in Dance Education with a Minor in Sociology graduating 
from Florida International University. Her versatility as a pole 
artist, aerialist, and dancer has led her to starring roles in 
production shows for Cirque du Soleil, Franco Dragone 
Entertainment Group, Ricky Martin, Motley Crue, Rita Ora, Zombie 
Burlesque, Monika, One Drop by Cirque du Soleil, and Royal 
Caribbean International. You may have also seen her on So You 
Think You Can Dance, Dancing with the Stars, Iheart Radio, along 
with various television shows, commercials, and movies.  
She made history at Super Bowl 2020 LIV by performing pole with 
Jennifer Lopez. It was honor to share the super bowl stage with 
incredible performer and have Pole be on National Television for 
t h e w o r l d t o s e e . S h e h a s c o m p e t e d N a t i o n a l l y a n d 
Internationally in the Pole Community in which she has placed and 
even won such as NAPA, MPDA, and Pole Classic and she is the 
Champion of PPC 2017 Women’s Professional Champion for Pole 
Sport Organization. She is an athlete for X-Pole. She is also 
certified in the Barre Method. 
She is currently living in Vegas and just became a certified Hot 
Pilates Instructor at TruFusion. As true to self, her love for 
Pole and Arial arts remain. Still training, coaching, and 
choreographing for Pole and Aerial Arts. Check out her website 
www.taliajademarino.com for more information. 

Instagram: @taliajadem9



JUDGES

BLAKE BORDERS

Blake is an internationally recognized performer known for his 
aerial performances and unique apparatuses. His love for 
training and performing began when he was just 11 years old. He 
became an ambassador for X-Pole at the age of 16 and never 
slowed down. He has toured across the United States before 
settling in Las Vegas post pandemic.  

Now in Orlando, he is excited to share his love for circus to a 
new audience of people from all walks of life. As a coach, 
creator, and performer, Blake is happy to bring new inspiration 
and new ideas to each experience he is a part of. Blake is a multi 
award winning circus artist having won Gold at the Aerialympics 
and being a finalist at the Vivafest Pro Competition. He also has 
produced and directed shows in Las Vegas and around the Globe. 
He has performed alongside many talented artists and 
internationally recognized performers, including Rupaul's Drag 
Race, Yung Gravy, and Gwen Steffani, Blake has had his fair 
share of fun as a performer.  

You can currently catch him performing in Le Cirque Arcanus at 
Universal’s Epic Universe and flying over the stages of topic 
music festivals such as EDC, Escape Halloween, and Forbidden 
Kingdom. He is beyond excited to see all of the new up and coming 
talent in the Florida circus world! 

Instagram: @Blake.borders



PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY PACKAGES AVAILABLE NOW! 
Competitor performance videos and photos are available to purchase.  

10 High Quality Photos for $45, 4K HD Video for $45, or Photo & Video Package for $75.  

Visit our website for more information - FloridaAerialArtsChampionship.com/photo-and-video 

Check out videos from our past events on our YouTube channel: 

YouTube.com/FLPoleFitnessChampionship 

RAFFLE PRIZES - Lyra and X-Fly (Aerial Pole) from XPole! 

1 ticket = $3.00 
5 tickets = $5.00 

PAYPAL: FLAERIALARTSCHAMPIONSHIP@GMAIL.COM

http://FloridaAerialArtsChampionship.com/photo-and-video
http://YouTube.com/FLPoleFitnessChampionship
mailto:FLAERIALARTSCHAMPIONSHIP@GMAIL.COM





